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	Newsletter   Number 26     April 2010

The spirit of Easter is all about hope, love and joyful living … wishing you all a happy Easter !

	Hi everyone, due to AGRA Council portfolio changes this is my last eHues (
I hope you have enjoyed my newsletters as much as I have enjoyed putting them together.
cheers Sue

Exhibition Opportunities

The AGRA Presidents Challenge 12th – 23rd of May

AGRA galleries

Entry forms available www.agra.org.au/Presidents Challenge entry form 2009.htm
NB: This exhibition will have more walkthrough viewers than the Seasonals as it is running concurrently with the Miniature Societies exhibition. Higher sales potential ( I have also  had some conversations with members who are thinking very creatively. 

Miniatures Exhibition 12th – 23rd of May

AGRA galleries

Although this is organised under the auspices of the Miniatures Society it is an open exhibition and welcomes entries from AGRA members. 

Entry forms available janet@matthews.alphalink.com.au
Surrey Hill Primary School ‘Inaugral’ Art Show proposed late Aug 2010

Expressions of interest are invited. 

Contact: Tracy Schwarz  tas1965@yahoo.com
Maritime Exhibition – Victorian Artists Society

4th – 9th May

The opening of this exhibition is always a night of fun with pirate costumes encouraged and fish ‘n chips for those that are quicker than seagulls.  The exhibition welcomes all artists to interpret the marine/maritime genre, a touch of brine or a full rigged clipper and your sailing.
Contact Julian Bruere studioartist@optusnet.com.au
	Upcoming AGRA events in brief 

April

11th - Artists At Work Robert Knight Oil Demonstration 1.30 – 4pm. See samples of Rob’s work at www.artistsrealm.com.au. admission $10. 

Book with Brenda 9882 5859
14 th – 25 th Drawing Exhibition with the opening on Friday the 16th at 7pm

   14th Watercolour SIG at AGRA, 7pm - Velda Palazzi will demonstrate colour mixing. All welcome - gold coin donation
28th April – 9th May – Pauline Stewart’s "A Family Affair" Exhibition. pmstewart.pbworks.com

May

12th – 23rd Presidents Challenge ‘Hats’ – Twin and Members galleries. Opening Sat 16th May 2pm

12th – 23rd Australian Society for Miniature Art exhibition - Straub & Hall Galleries

12th Watercolour SIG
18th Professional Development: Art Appraisal 7.15 at AGRA. Book with Brenda 9882 5859

22nd Artists At Work i) Ron Muller W/C ii) Herman Pekel Oil. 2 Demonstrations plus Art Spectrum display from 10 to 4.30pm. Book with Brenda 9882 5859  

26th – June 6th True Colours Exhibition featuring Fiona Anderson, Linda Finch, Lyn Fitzgerald, Patricia Galli, John Larratt, Mardi Joplin, Pauline McCutcheon, Heather Peberdy and Heather Zourkas.

27th Art Appraisal Evening from 7pm Colin Johnson and Lyn Mellady AGRAF will constructively evaluate submitted artwork. Book with Brenda 9882 5859

	A Moment in Monty – 15th – 30th May. (The suburb of Montmorency’s Annual Art Festival)

Local artists art works are displayed in shop windows, artist’s paint in the streets, the community is involved.

Each year there is a competition for best plein-air painting of ‘A Moment in Monty, the prize on offer in 2010 is that the winning painting will be used on a wine label for the local brew …What a way to get your work out there and known – and a good reason to invite guests over for a glass of wine … “Ohh and by the way….”      For an entry form email carrolcollided@aol.com


Show your work as often as you can.  Without 
	
winning exhibit proposal" 
exhibiting
, you won’t be able to develop a following for your work and your work won’t develop as fast as it could. 

5. You don’t need someone else to sell your work.

Start simply with the people who know you best–family and friends or acquaintances.  Expand your circles out by asking friends and family to send along a link and/or an image to a friend. Getting some marketing training can also be extremely useful.
	eCommunications – living on the eEdge

6. Look for new markets and new mediums.

Have you explored giclée prints?  You will be surprised at the opportunities you will find if you look for them.

7. Know your buyer.

Ask yourself these questions: “Who is buying my work? Where are they buying it? What kinds of work & what sizes sell most easily?” 

8. Price your work correctly.

Your price should be a function of three things: your market, your career (you will start low and increase with time), and the size of the work.

Be consistent in your pricing and price your work to sell.  

Also consider sales terms. You may want to sell a work to an enthusiastic, but financially strapped, buyer on the instalment plan.

9. Do your homework.

If a buyer or gallery expresses serious interest in your work and you are not familiar with them, you should find out who they are, most particularly Internet buyers.

10. If you are a professional artist, be a professional in all things.

You should look at allocating at least 25% of your time to marketing your work. 



	
	Appleton Street Studios - Studio Open Day

Once a year the artists of Appleton Street open their doors allowing you to see inside their world

25th April 10am – 4pm

53 Appleton St, Richmond

www.appletonstreetstudios.com



	My first BLOG subscription ( very proactive and techo of you Kris Peter!!

The Watercolour SIG has a blog which all are welcome to view.
Go to http://colourvalue.wordpress.com/about/ To view the pages of the blog concerning past topics, go to bottom of the page & click "entries"



	AGRA Members March Survey

Generally it was the ‘New Members’ who responded to this survey on ‘Seasonals (77%).

1. Do you regularly enter Seasonals? 22% yes, 44% sometimes and 33% no

2. Why do you enter Seasonals? 83% said it’s an opportunity to exhibit and 16% said it’s for the challenge.

3. Do you understand how the competition points work? 22% yes, 33% sort of and 44% no.

4. Do you have an expectation of winning points? 22% said that they had won points previously, 55% were ‘hoping to one day’ and 22% said no.

Feedback comments include:

· I’ve been entering Seasonals sporadically for a couple of years now and realise that I do not paint the sort of paintings that are likely to win points.

· More promotion of the events would be excellent, perhaps even by encouraging members to get involved in PR activities.

· Judging should be by a randomly selected jury from the membership. The winner of the previous show should not be a judge for the next exhibition.

· Not sure why my work is always hung in the back room?

· I really enjoy viewing all the paintings, seeing all the varying styles.

Thankyou to those of you who responded (

	What became of your 2010 New Year Goals?

Have you revisited them lately?

I opened up my list again (yes it’s always a list with me) and surprise, surprise ….some I can tick off, some have morphed into different goals and some are now no longer in my sights at all.

· * YES I have my whiteboard list of comps and exhibitions for the next 12 months up to date
· * YES I have my excel list ‘of which paintings have been exhibited and sold where’ up to date
· * YES I’ve been religiously adding to my mailing list
· *YES my show and tell photo book of 2010 paintings is up to date
· * Make more sales … well I have made some (
· * Workshop with Janet Matthews – TICK

· * Article in the Aust Artists magazine … still to do

· * Broken Hill painting weekend .. priced it but it’s just too expensive so OFF the list

· * Linocut workshop with Libby Schreiber.. still not organised

· * AND for the ‘redo and add’ goals, which I will get onto once this edition has been distributed. 

· * Collect stats on local exhibition sales and look at trends

· * Organise a painting weekend somewhere closer

· * Paintings into cafes circuit – firm this up

· * WASA membership – what does WASA offer?

· * Document the strategy for my new eNewsletter

· * More ‘ekphrasis’ opportunities 

· * Live Love Life planning for 2011

· * AND paint, paint, paint – 1 per week minimum


	Artists Websites Worth a Look

www.artwhatson.com.au/woodleygraham/shifting-light
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www.lauriehumble.com
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www.brisbaneartworkshops.com.au/gallery/fu-h/index.html
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www.cecilebairdart.com
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www.nasgallery.com.au 

Search in the online gallery for Ivan Goodacre
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	Exhibitions Worth a Visit

John Burge recent works on paper 23 Apr – 11 May

Kingston Arts Centre

www.kingstonarts.com.au
‘True Colours Exhibition’ at AGRA 26 May – 6 June. 

Opening 26 May at 7 pm
Enthusiastic artists who all share a love of the pastel medium formed the ‘Pastel Palette’ exhibition group, in 2006. The 9 members have painted together for many years. This exhibition is the artful blending of a range of styles with each artist presenting their own personality. 

             [image: image6.jpg]


   [image: image7.jpg]


  

‘A FAMILY AFFAIR’ at AGRA. 28 April – 9 May Meet the Artists Reception Wednesday 28 April.2010. 7pm to 8-30pm. 

An exhibition of three generations. Pauline Stewart, Mark Stewart (son), Kate Bergin& Renee Quast (daughters-in law), and Pauline’s 11 grandchildren.
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Hilda Rix Nicholas: The Man for the Job at Bendigo Art gallery, finishes 5 April. This significant exhibition examines Hilda Rix Nicholas' Australian landscapes and from the 1920s to 1940s. www.bendigoartgallery.com.au
Ron Mueck, National Gallery of Victoria, finishes 18 April. Mueck’s sculptures are some of the most widely acclaimed, prominent and identifiable works in the international contemporary art arena. www.ngv.vic.gov.au/ronmueck

	Website Find of the Month

www.artistsnetwork.tv
This website advertises eArtworkshops (clever idea) take painting lessons without leaving your desk.

Cleverly also, it provides free ‘previews’ of the workshops offered – and I’m not adverse to 5 minutes of free tuition. 

In the top right-hand corner is the free newsletter subscription button – they will email to let you know when the free workshops are available to be watched.

The workshop I watched yesterday was by Richard McKinley – well known US pastellist who writes for the Pastel Magazine. I have read his articles and now I have seen him in person – a very entertaining man. It is great workshops on pastel under-paintings using various methods …dry pastel, pastel and water, watercolour. What they held back on were the pastel and turps and oil underpainting examples but I was more than happy with what I saw for free. And it was the way he pronounced ‘pas-tell’ that made me smile. In the US I would be termed a ‘pas-tell-ist’ as in ‘tell all’ (
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      And the Archibald Winner is …                                                     

Have you dreamed of going on a PAINTING HOLIDAY to somewhere EXOTIC? 

What a great excuse for a holiday … ‘I need to go on a workshop to get me out of this artists slump’

Arts Tours are a good way to go on a holiday by yourself – it’s escorted, small groups, all arrangements have been made and you will share the trip with ‘like minded’ people.

Here are a few that are currently being advertised (just to whet your appetite)

Art Retreat in Fiji May 8 – 15 2010
A beautiful setting for a week that every artist craves. After the morning workshop, you can keep on painting – or enjoy a massage, go snorkelling on the reef, take a hike up the mountain or laze by the pool with a book.

Nell Frysteen is leading the workshop ‘exploring your creativity with artworks on paper’ 

Tour costs $2700 artists, $1900 non artists

(flights, accommodation & all meals included)

www.dakuresort.com   www.paradisecourses.com
European Tour Sept 2010 

The South of France for 3 weeks

Enjoy the charm of medieval hilltop villages, markets, food and magnificent weather, in the company of fluent French speaker and tutor Annee Kelly rtkelly@bigpond.net.au
Tour costs $4300 (flights are extra) 
Greek Island Tour Sept 1 – 20, 2010

Leros 6 nights, Lipsi 3 nights, Kalymnos 10 nights with Regina Hona as the tour tutor.

Tour costs $3500 artists, $3300 non-artists

(flights are extra) art@reginahona.com
	Websites to Broaden your eHorizons

www.dillmans.com/dcaf/2007/humble.html
A website of USA Workshops showing works by all tutors – get yourself an over-indulgence of inspiration.

Start with Don Andrews and work your way down to our own David Taylor

www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFQXDWNMmW0
A ‘youtube’ video showing winners and their paintings from the American Pastel Journal’s 11th Annual ‘Pastel 100 Competition’

www.modernartcom.com/featured_artists.html
This popped into my inbox – interesting??

"Featured Artists" is a series of art books. 

*We offer artists a new and effective way of introducing their work to a considerable international audience of art professionals. “Featured Artists” presents either two or three dimensional media…. NB: There is a huge fee involved ( of course!

www.thearchibaldprize.com.au
Regional Tour Dates

5 Jun - 11 Jul 2010 Goulburn Regional Art Gallery 

22 Jul - 22 Aug 2010 Wagga Wagga Art Gallery 

30 Aug - 24 Sept 2010 Tamworth Regional Gallery 

4 Oct - 27 Oct 2010 Coffs Harbour Regional Gallery 

4 Nov - 5 Dec 2010 Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre 

14 Dec - 18 Jan 2011 Shoalhaven City Arts Centre 

27 Jan -3 Mar 2011 Albury Art Gallery Museum
www.theage.com.au/multimedia/entertainment/art-and-design/archibald-prize-finalists-in-2010/20100317-qdni.html
www.heraldsun.com.au/news/artists-have-eyes-on-archibald-prize/story-e6frf7jo-1225836279546
www.wotnews.com.au/news/Archibald_Prize
www.johnlacey.com/inspiration/greg-somers-become-an-artist/


	
	Portugal Art Tour 20 Sept – 3 Oct 2010
A 14 day escorted painting tour of beautiful Portugal, with daily tuition from reknowned artist Ev Hales.

Tour costs $4270 artists, $3930 non-artists

(flights are extra)

pbadams@ozemail.com.au
www.pamadamsart.com
The Barossa Valley 4 – 16 Nov 2010
13 days of painting and adventure in the spectacular Barossa Valley, cruising on the Murray River aboard the PS Murray Princess and painting the stunning beaches and rugged cliffs of Robe.

First class teaching by well-known, Australian artists and teachers Terry and Lorraine Lewitzka

Tour costs vary depending on the cabin choice starting at $4295 (flights are extra)

www.paintingworkshops.net/lewitzka_pr.shtml
Margaret River WA 19 – 25 Oct 2010
7 days of painting and adventure in sensational Western Australia. Highlights include the spectacular scenery of Margaret River, beautiful wildflowers and the majestic tall trees of Pemberton.

Tour led by John Lovett, one of watercolour’s most respected painters.

Tour costs $2195 (flights are extra)

www.paintingworkshops.net/lovettmr_pr.shtml
Some research to do before you make that booking ……

· Check out the ‘tour artists’ work online

· Talk to another artist who has taken workshops or trips with the ‘tour artist’

· Google the accommodation – will it suit you?

· What art materials do you need to take and how do you need to pack them?

· Are there any other likely additional costs not already factored in eg: meals?




www.agra.org.au/EHues.htm

   ehues@agra.org.au
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