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AUSTRALIAN GUILD OF REALIST ARTISTS

SEASONS GREETINGS TO OUR READERS, BE SAFE, BE HAPPY AND DECEM BER 2011 Ed ition

BE MERRY, SEE YOU ALL IN 2012!

e 25 {
A VERY HAPPY & SAFE HOLIDAY

p, SEASON & HOPINE
" TOBE THE BEST

—e) ’

g AGRA CHRISTMAS
%ﬁl et PARTY

Dristmas  esqisthis
I COMING SUNDAY—

i ATH DECEMBER 2011
R COMMENCING AT 1PM

Although this is a late
reminder—we would love to
see you there, please come
and share in the fun and
bring a plate of your choice
and a chair too and enjoy!!

Call Vicki on 9882 5859





http://www.artseymour.com.au/
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| entry forms can be downloaded from www.Kilmoreartexpo.com




OUR PAINTING WORKSHOP TO FRANCE 2011.

By Annee Kelly

Our painting workshop for 2011 to the Lot and Gironde
regions of South West of France, commenced with ten days
in the Lot based at the town of Rocamadour, followed by
another ten days in the Gironde, based just outside the
walled medieval Cité of Domme, it was an outstanding
success according to our twelve participants this year.

We flew out on 3" of September to Bangkok, where we
stopped overnight then proceeded to Toulouse by air from
Paris. Our coach chauffeur, Jacques, carried us away from
Toulouse through the magnificent countryside, enabling us
to absorb the sheer magic of the surrounding regions, as we
wound our way to our surprise destination, the beautiful
and spectacular village of Saint Cirq Lapopie (which | added
as a surprise to the actual program). This village, dominated
by an impressive church, descended through a jumble of
stone built houses all the way to the river below. This gave
us a glimpse of the beauty that awaited
us in the days to come

together with the opportunity to stretch
our legs.

Upon arrival at our hotel, we
commenced our orientation of the area
with a short walk to the spectacular
walled Cité of Rocamadour. No words
could ever describe this magnificent
village with its multiplicity of painting
opportunities. Constructed at the
beginning of the 12" century, half way up ¢
a near vertical cliff face, Rocamadour is
one of the most amazing medieval sites
in France.

During our stay at Rocamadour, we
travelled daily to numerous nearby
villages with their weathered golden
stones, their cobbled thoroughfares, market places and
magnificent vistas. We all marvelled at castles and chateaux,
strategically located overlooking meandering rivers, all
providing an endless source of inspirational material for our
group.

Whilst some marvellously picturesque villages provided
quaint central squares, fountains and small churches, others
would offer up to us ancient fortifications, castles, medieval
cloisters and interesting ornate windows. Some of the group
also took advantage of the opportunity to visit ancient
caves, adorned with magnificent stalactites and

stalagmites. After ten, Monsieur Jacques arrived to trans-
port us to our next destination, the walled city of Domme.
Our picturesque hotel for the next ten days was located in a
beautiful wooded area, less than one kilometre from

Domme. This area is home to numerous rivers, which
provided us with a completely different feast of subject
matter.

We were treated here to breathtaking views across the

valley of the Dordogne together with magical villages, some
of which were built into the rock face. Additionally, we were
able to experience the stark contrast between the authentic

little villages and

grand historical D
medieval royal — Ty

; o the,
bastides such as B .

Sarlat, a living
museum and once the
home of the right
hand courtier of Henri
IV, King of France.
Because of the sheer
variety of subject
matter that it offered,
together with its
wonderful and
expansive market day.
For these reasons, |
scheduled two visits
to Sarlat.
The wonderment of this region perhaps explains why so
many of these villages were chosen as film sets for movies,
one of which was the historical
movie “Joan of Arc” and the more
contemporary “Chocolat”, starring
Johnny Depp, Judy Dench and Juli-
ette Binoche. This village, not sur-
prisingly, captivated us with all that
it had to offer. A few of our group
o chose to visit the impressive 12"

“ century fortress where King Richard
| of England often resided.
To conclude, we were treated to a
wonderful and relaxing cruise along
| the river in a Gabare, the traditional
river craft of this region.
i Whilst we have become accus-

- tomed over the years to respectfully
acknowledge the magnificence of
French cuisine, this year’s experi-
ence was simply outstanding, both in taste and in presenta-
tion. The creations of Christophe, Master Chef at Domme
were indeed works of art and a delight to both the eye and
the palette, as were those of the principal and sous chefs of
our hotel in Rocamadour. This was gourmet dining in the
real sense of the word.
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OUR PAINTING WORKSHOP TO FRANCE 2011.
By Annee Kelly continued.......

The conviviality of our meals, partaken together, were fol-

lowed on most evenings by an appraisal of the day’s work.

During each day, demonstrations and personal assistance

to individuals was freely given. An impressive number of

works was produced

... and which we were

able to display at the

. end of each stay at the

respective hotel (as is

' our normal practice)
and three works were
actually sold. As for the
weather, we were once
again blessed.

Whilst on location, as is
usual with all of my
European workshops,
we all enjoyed single
accommodation. The
graciousness of our
hosts, Madame 0 _
Marnac at Rocamadour e ' S <.
and Madame Delordat / A S I
Domme, contributed greatly to the success of this tour. I e v m:?&

/!

When our wonderful stay finally came to a close, our
trusted chauffeur arrived to transport us back to Toulouse
where we boarded our plane for quis. Arriving early !n the our 2012 adventure is scheduled for nine-
afternoon, to fully utilise our overnight stay to see a little iahts f 11th to 29th

of Paris. Some of our group stayed on, whilst others re- teen nights from to .
turned home, stopping en route for our customary over- ~ September. Yet another feast of painting
night stay (at Bangkok), before continuing on to Mel- Iin stunning locations.

bourne, taking back with them an armful of work, hun-

dreds of photographs and beautiful memories that will last Enqui ries and Bookings should be

a lifetime. )
directed to Annee Kelly
. Asforme, lhadto Tel: (03) 9589 0724
travelontoltalyin Mob: 0418 140 075
ordertofinalise g4l annee kelly.artist@gmail.com
9’\ , ! the preparations
= Bend A ( for our tour in 2012
f‘j . AT — "’r;' to Venice,
N ] R, B
N e o o Burano and
i [¥ s Symeey ' Murano (Note from Editor—thank you Annee for sharing this edited
| L 1 | W —
1, \ ! ’F - K ﬂ B l \ Tf"lpwe:. b.y th(_e version of your spectacular adventure, and | sure that our readers
o N A SR 3 |§n Ietisiteh L= will be very eager to join you in your next painting adventure in
AR PR ? cluding September 2012.......Ed)
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